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Secretaiy Aloha Council Members,
Jean Palm Mcintosh

On behalf of Adult Friends for Youth AFY, I strongly support the
Directoi~y:

Steve,; At Baldridge * proposed amendments by Council Chair Ernest Martin, in placing a
Arnold At Baptiste, .fr * $150,000 cap on HA awards to free up a redistribution of Grants in Aid

Carolyn Beny Wilson GIA funds to be reflected in Bill 13, CD2 that provides funding for non-
Paul Cunney profit organizations that were not initially selected by the City

Frank De Linia
Dennis Francis Administration. I strongly support also the allocation of moneys from the

Jeffrey A. Hawk* general funds to help replenish such organizations whose GIA funds were
T. Michael i-logan reduced due to this redistribution initiative and to support other

14’i!!ia,n M. KawaslzUna
Da,nien TX. Kim organizations under consideration.

Dr. Kevin Lye
Brad Myers * AFY services over 400 youths each and every week. These funds are

Margie C 0 Well! critical to our survival, but more importantly, to the success of the young
T. George Paris lives we are able to touch and impact through our “Redirectional Therapy”

Catherine Payne
Susan Spangler which helps redirect behavior from negative to positive, from destructive

to constructive. In the end the ultimate goal is to help our youth become
ADVISORY COUNCIL: productive and contributing members of their schools, community, and

Nancy Eternal
Jan Drainer society as a whole.

Dennis Lombardi
Rev. Julia MoKenna Attached are also support letters from school principals to whom we

Dubin Wayne Minanzi* provide services for their students. Also attached is a letter from Board
Kurt Mitchell*

Dr. Bernard Scherman members of the Kamehameha Homes Housing Community.
James K. Schuler

Phil Shin,mln* Thank you very much for your Support!
Judge Betty Vitousek Ret.

Lynne Waihee
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Vice President.
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DAYW V. IDE KATHRYN S. MATAYOSHI
GOVERNOR SUPERINTENDENT

STATE OF HAWAI’I
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCA11ON

MAKAIcILO ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
92-675 ANIPSAIII STREET
KAPOLEI1 KAWAII 95707

Ph: 608672-1122 Fax: 605 672-1128

April 22, 2015

Dear Hawaii Community Foundation,

Makakilo Elementary supports Adult Friends for Youth’s AFY Third Annual Student Anti-Bullying
and Violence Convôntion SABVC to address bullying and violence among 41h and 5~ grade students.
For 20 years, AFY provided a statewide Student Transition Convention STC entitled “Moving on
Up” for students transitioning from elementary school to middle/intermediate school. The convention
focused on self-esteem, character development, addressed fears, and provided guidance on how to
adjust to a new school, make friends, cope with peer pressure, and most importantly, to be safe. To
address changing school and student needs, AFY has implemented the SABVC for the past two years.
As a former attendee, our students have gained valuable knowledge about how to address bullying and
violence,

We s~ongly support the SABVC and plan on attending every year.

~rei~~

d Fujimori
Principal

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



DAVID POE IcUIMThtMATAYOEHI
GOVERNOR sUflxINI€NOENT

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OP EDUCATION

KalihI Wasna Elementary
1240 Gt$~ick Avn.nue

HONOLULU. FffiWAII ~C519

April 9,2015

Dear Hawaii Community Foundation,

Kalihi Waena Elementary supports Adult Friends for Youth’s AFY Third Annual Student Anti-
Bullying and Violence Convention SABVC to address bullying and violence among 4th and 5~H

grade students.

For 20 years, AFY provided a statewide Student Transition Convention STC entitled “Moving
on Up” for students transitioning from elementary school to middle/intermediate school, The
convention focused on self-esteem, character development, addressed fears, and provided
guidance on how to adjusL to a new school, make friends, cope with peer pressure, and most
importantly, to be safe. To address changing school and student needs, AFY has implemented
the SABVC for the past two years. As a former attendee, our students have gained valuable
knowledge about how to address bullying and violence. We strongly support the SABVC and
plan on attending every year.

Sincerely,

c4~3~ Wr&
Mrs. Ronnie Victor, Principal

AN AFFiRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL opPOrnuNrrY EMPLOYER



DAVID 7. ICE KATHRYN S. MATAVOSHI
SOVS~4Dfl SI.PERINThNOENT

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

KALIHI ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
2471 KULA KOLEA DRIVE

HONOLULU, HAWAII 96619-2827

April 9, 2015

Dear HawáiiCommuflity Foundation,

Kalihi Elementary School supports Adult Friends for Youth’s AFY Third Annual
Student Anti-Bullying and Violence Convention SABVC to address bullying and
violence among 4th and 5th grade students.

For 20 years, AFY provided a statewide Student Transition Convention STC
entitled “Moving on Up” for students transitioning from elementary schooi to
middle/intermediate school. The convention focused on self-esteem, character
development, addressed fears, and provided guidance on how to adjust to a new
school, make friends, cope with peer pressure, and most importantly, tp be sate.
To address changing school and student needs, AFY has implemented the SABVC
for the past two years. As a former attendee, our students have gained valuable
knowledge about how to address bullying and violence. We strongly support the
SABVC and plan on attending every year.

Sincerely,

d~—z
David Pila
Principal

AN AFFiRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL QPPQRTUNITY EMPLOYER



DAVID V. IGE KATHRYN MATAVOSHI
GOVERNOR SUPEAINTENDENr

S.
STATE 0€ HAWAII

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
GOVERNOR SANFORD B. DOLE MIDDLE SCHOOL

1602 SAM IV ROAD
HONOLUW, HI 96619

February 3, 2015

To Whom It May Concern,

The Adult Friends for Youth AFY program has been affiliated with Dole Middle School
DM5 for several years. The relationship established between students here at DM5 and AFY
continue throughout high school and into young adulthood. For several years, I was privy to
have personally witnessed student lives benefitted, lives turned around, because of the adult
nientoring that AFY provided to emotionally needy, gang affiliated students while as Principal
at DM5. AFY presence is felt and seen on campus by all.

Dole has many troubled students afflicted with today’s social ills such as drug and alcohol
experimentation and abuse, prostitution, and gang related activities, Students from poverty who
do not have strong supports at home need the extra support. Students with needs that go beyond
what school counselor’s expertise are assisted with mentors who have the time and expertise to
dedicate to these students. These students need help outside of school hours and off school
grounds. AFY is that dependable source of adult help to steer our wayward youth towards a
healthy and productive lifestyle.

At the beginning of last school year 2013-14, there was a huge brawl on campus that started
with two 2 young women that quickly grew into Chnukese students male and female verses
Samoan students male and finale. It was so horrible it made the newsL The AFY mentors
assisted in settling down the factions and assisted with getting this campus settled. Their
presence helped to keep the fighting between the two cultures from continuing into the
community and to neighboring schools. They were also instrumental in counseling students to
discuss their feelings and find positive outlets for their frustrations.

Each week AFY’ s counseling sessions included discussions on such topics as group unity,
truancy, insubordination, alcohol and drugs, respect for oneself and others, identity issues,
destructive and violent behaviors, culture, anger management, poor grades and education.

AFY conducted mediations between individuals and groups to help diffuse tension and resolve
differences between parties. They worked with school administrators, security, parents and
students to help address issues and concerns that provoke the harmony of the school. AFY
promotes educational achievement and offers a prescription of hope to help reduce violent and
destructive behaviors and help mediate issues off campus to prevent potential confrontations on
campus.

- AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY ENIPLOYER



This letter is written in support of providing any money available to be given to sustain the
Adult Friends for Youth AFY program in its work to positively affect errant youth. Money is
well spent on our children and youth when it prevents them from making further bad choices
that has a negative impact on society.

Please help us turn lives around and prevent incarceration by supporting the Adult Friends for
Youth program. They are truly needed here at Dole Middle and in poverty stricken
neighborhoods.

Mahalo,

Tiare Uli’i, Principal

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION MD EQUAL OPPORTUNIW EMPLOYER



DAVID IGE KATHRYN S. MATAYOSHI
GOVERNOR SUPERINTENDENTELDEN ESMERALDA

PRINCIPAL

.a,. •

StATE OF HAWAI’I
DEPARTMENTOP EDUCATION

KAPOI.EI HIGH SCHOOL
01.5007 KAPOLEI PARKWAY

KAPOLEI, HAWAII 06707
Phone: 8O6~ 592-5200

Paw 808 8924256

January 28. 2015

To Whom It May Concern;

As the principal of Kapolel High School 1 am writing this letter of support for Adult Friends for
Youth AFY. All of our communities on Othu are faced with the issues that plague our high-
risk youth. As the Kapolei community continues to grow so do the problems associated with
such expansion.

During our six year relationship with AFY our dim shows that violent actions have decreased
steadily each year. I rely on AFY to provide intervention support for our students. AFY does
this by holding weekly counseling sessions with students to discuss such topics as group
unity, truancy, insubordination, alcohol and dnzgs. In addition they counsel the students
regarding respect for oneself and others, identity issues, destructive and violent
behaviors, culture, anger management, poor grades and education. Their mediation sessions
have helped to resolve such conflicts between individuals and groups within our school and
community.

Additionally AFY works directly with our administrators, counselors, teachers and security.
Their updates and recommendations provide strategies for working with the student along with
helping to creates positive climate on campus where everyone feels safe.

We are veiy fortunate to have Adult Friends for Youth on our campus. They play a vital role in
instilling calm and appropriate values for our students. I ask for your support of AFY as their
work essentially allows our students to flourish both academically and socially. Please feel free
to call me at 808-305-8008 if you have any questions or email meat
elden~e~’neralda@notc~i I 2.hi.uS

Elden M. Esmeralda
Kapolci High School
Principal



DAVID~IGE KATHRYN MATRYOSHI
SUPERINTENDENT

STATE OF HAWAII
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

WAIPAHU HIGH SCHOOL
94-1211 FARRINGTON HIGHWAY

WAIPAHU, HI 96797

March lO,2O~5

To Whom It May Concern,

As the Principal at Waipabu High School, am writing in strong support of Adult Friends for Youth AFY regarding their
valuable presence, and providing us with the essential services in working directly with our ‘high risk” student population on
campus. For several years we have maintained this critical and committed partnership because of the positive impact that they
have on our students’ behaviors.

AFY services include weekly counseling sessions with students who have been identified with behavioral and anger issues,
DUring these sessions students openly discuss various topics such as: group unity and cohesion; drugs and alcohol; respect for self
and others; truancy; violent and destructive behaviors; discipline; sports and athletics, and; academic and cultural identity.
Through these sessions students share their concerns and learn how to appropriately and strategically deal with their issues in a
controlled manner. AFY staff effectively supports our students that have multitude of issues,

In addition to counseling, AFY also conducts regular mediation sessions between groups and individuals to help maintain a safe
and peacefUl campus environment, On many occasions the AFY staff walk the campus with other teachers during recess to help
diffUse potentially problematic situations. They also work directly with most identified gang members and their groups to help
resolve potential confrontations. Their work also extends beyond the campus, supporting students in the community to proactively
resolve problems before students return to campus.

AFY services are invaluable and definitely needed, Through their effort, there has been a significant decline in fights, arrests, and
suspensions. Their ability to connect with, and gain the respect of at-risk youth is incredible. Their absence on our campus due to
lack of fUnding would be devastating for our affected students.

I hope that you will strongly consider their financial needs and requests so that they can continue their work in providing our
students with the specialized and focused help that they need. I fUlly support the Adult Friends for Youth,

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions 808-469-1311.

Sincerely,

LCt~kc≥ktr
Keith Hayashi
Principal

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



DAVID l~ IG~ KAYNRYM S. MATAVOSNI
50v1MN0R IIJPSMT!F~IN?

STATE OF HAWAIi
DEB%RTMENT OF EDUCATfON
W, ft. Farrlngton High School
184 N,,iI, Cn~SLri,t Ho~*r~ Ha,,VS~IiT

To Whom it May Concern,

My name is Al Carganilla, Principal at Farrington High School, and I am writing
in support ofAdult Friends for Youth APY and the service they provide for our “high
risk” students on our campus. Without this amazing paruiership, our campus wouldn’t be
as safe and free ofmajor gang Issues as it currently is. We do have a lot of Thigh risk”
students as well as increasing gang activity but due to the excdlent work that AFT does,
all the tensions and inappropriate behavior by these students are under control.

The services that APY provides here at Farringtoa High School include weekly
counseling sessions with students discussing such topics as group unity, truancy,
insubonlination, alcohol & drugs, respect lbr oneself and othcm, identit~ç destructive and
violent behaviors, culture, anger managcmcn~ poor grades, academics and athletics.

AFY also conducts mediations between individuals and groups to help diffuse
tension and resolve differences between one another. Often times, this may include
mediating issues off campus to prevent potential confrontations on campus. They also
don’t hesitate to make home visits that help ensure comniunicafion with parents and/or
guardians.

Furthermore, APY works with our social workers on our Peace Council to
maintain communication and ease tensions between groups and gangs. The Peace
Council is comprised of leaders ofgangs that are identified on our campus. They help
these students problem solve and process any issues that needs to be addressed.

The partnprship with AFY is an incredible resource that will definitely hinder our
school operations if taken away. AFY works with school administration, teachers,
counselors and security to help address issues and concerns that might jeopardize the
safety and harmony of the school and students. If students are involved with athletics,
they also consult with athletic coaches to make sure that their academIcs are up to date
and if there are any behaviors or concerns need to be addressed.

The great thing abDut AFY’s services, is the rapport they build with all these “high
risk” students and the positive response and respect they get from the students. AFY staff
is always professional and go out of their way to get things done. We can always count
on them in time of crisis. All it takes is one phone call and one of their staff members are
on their way to Farrington.



AFY is huge part in maintaining campus safety and the thought of not having
their resource available scares me. The partnership has been a great asset not only to our
faculty and staff at Farrington High School but more importantly to the thousands of
students they have touched and helped throughout the years bare in Kalihi.

Please consider having KEY continue to be a part ofFarringtoifs School
Community. The services they provide are second to none and a much needed resource
moving forward. We certainly wouldnft be as successful as ~ie are without their help.

Ifyou need to get a hold of me, please call 832-3601.Thanjcs again,

Sincerely

~rgr~’
Principal
Farfington High School

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUt4IW EMPLOYER
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STATE OF IL4WM’Z
DEPARTMENT OP EDUCATIO11

LULEHOA 511GM SCHOOL
ISiS CALWORNIA AVnNOS

WAEXAW4NI 96786

February 3,201$

To Whom It May Concern,

lam honored and humbled to be this to Write a letter of recommendation and support for Adult Friends tbr Youth
Afl’. ‘MY’. progran is such a great user to our smite school and communi~’. the mentors/counselors genuInely
uni and always dlspl4’ professIonalism. They have helped mold young men and women to make better decisions, set
positive goals for themselves and to help them become lifelong learners which directly lcd to Mure success.

ny came In every ErMay on set times and always called ahead oftime to keep our counseling department Informed of’
any changes or to reassure us that they will be on campus. they followed up with smdent~s and ftcuIVs concerns in a
non.threatenlsig and confidential manueL They asked for volunteer grade check and attendance ferms that the students
th.n’ssolves took inidative to complete. I could ace the poslttvc roittlonship and trust behig built They even provided
refreshments and activities on the wedconds end helped the group grow closet to one another by organizing healthy
activities fer thorn to get Involved with. I look tbrward to working with Adult Friends fbr Youth next year school year.
No other outside organization has made such a positive impact in such a than timo thanks to their ataff~

A!? continues to provideweckly counseling sapiens with students discussing such topics as group unity, truancy,
InsubordinatIon, alcohol & dNga, respect for oneself and others, Identity, dosiruccive and violent behaviors, culture,
anger management poor çedes and education. Th~ also Work with “high risk” students who we identified and
normally referred to them for counseling. Thee’ also conduct mediatIons between individuals and groups to help dithse
tension and resolve differences between each other, APY provides a vitel service end needs continual eupportto
contInue it services.

I sincerely hope that AW receives adequate fondirig to continue their rnuoh needed services on our campus. It would be
ahugo loss to us if their work was terminated duo to lack of financial suppoit.

Please feel free to call meto discuss any conceals or questions you may haw 383-7333

Nolan Tokuda ,,I ~
Counselor

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



Bren C.

Jamiary 20, 2015

“How this group is beneficial to me”

For the past few months on Wednesdays I’ve been attendiag the Mends for youth

program that helps teens with any social, academic, health, or mental issues that they may

face in a part of their lives. I see how much I progressed from attending there, Before my life

felt like it was crushing on me like bricks and it mad me feel conftsed, angered, and prone to

self haun. Since then I’ve progressed hi not only my life but in nude tao stronger spiritually

and in my fhith. I feel that this company does a lot of good for this school, for the teens really.

They come from different rocky backgrounds, some are mote aerious than others.

I think when your in the group, you tend to grow close to the friends you make in there

and you soon become family in a sense. I feet more comfortable in there now and nobody puts

anyone down. Of course there are a few who tend not to see the ultimate goaL ofattending this

program, they pat no effort into it, end see it just as a. “get-out-of-claW’ card, None of the boys

have the same background, yet most of them created the same habit of ‘buming”. My theory

is that these guys still have personal circumstances to still overcome and the only way they

can gain a temporary contentment is from burning.

These are the kind of people aooiety tends to judge by the Cover. Since attending I’ve

been discovering these students’ skills or talents that most people wouldn’t think the~d have.

Some have amazing poetry kills, some are really smart when it comes to debating, some can

draw and write whatever comes to their minds? and 50 I always encotrage their creativity so



they can realize that they do have pot~ntial to do treat things in their lives. The group is a

very useful program for these teens as well as I.

—rke.+Jc_ ~e

s3c~son
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JAMES CAMPBELL WON SCROOL
Pt4ftONmthRoad

Ewa liescb1 Hawaii 94706

Deceinborll,2013

To Whom ItMayconcont

tam writing In flail mippad oft. work mid services that AdultRidsb Youth API’ has
provided fi,r ‘tlgh iisk” students on our campus frfrpast spve~al years. lam ocavinced that
their work has made a lasting positive impact to many oft. studeali thofleve counseled,
Afl has managed to build relationshIps with many students and helped e~ct msaningfid
changes in their flves, suck as graduating fiom high school sad other alternaffye piugrama.

At one Urns, many were In dthabt ofgraduatiäg. Man dpsvtatlonoMcare and would mias
school to attend court hearings 1W various oflhn As aree~ stheol attoadance and wait
were afibetod and students struggled to pan heir dance Thatugb&l of these challenges, Afl
continued whelp students hi weekly counseling sessions to deal ~llh multiple Issues, such as
drugs and alcohol abuse, anger managesuent, fancy, fighting and WUlng.

Students learned how to dciii with probimna without exhibiting violence and aggreElon. The
scalons also addressed conflict aid resolutba and how to amvo at enon4hcntening and
poacotbi condualoa

Afl’s work on our campus has been both beneficial and rewarding~ Purthonnore, our campus
has aeon a definite reduction In violence and flgh~ duo to theIr *11*. We hope to conlinue our
ongoing partnership and relatbiahip with than for years leonine.

I support AFfl efforts to get the necessaiy financial resources and lhnding to couffizue their
muck needed services horn at Campbell High School and surrowidiug communities, F suppoit
their hard iw,tk~ passion and perseverance to help make James Campbell high Sob,col a s~f~
and thiMug school for our students and ftmilieL

Please ftçl free to contact me at 6874600 ifyou have any questions,

tfA4im~ ~U*tek’.
~“waomi Takamorl

Pxinc~sl
Samoa Campbell Nigh School

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER



Mayl, 2015
Dear Council Members,

Aloha! We are Zara and Gary Aki, and we are residents of Kainehameha Homes. We also are
active within our Community here, and have been Board Members for our Kamehameha Homes Tenant
Association since 1997. Our 3 children are grown and on their own leading a very productive life. We
have 7 grandsons, and they’re a blessing and joy to us. It’s just the 2 of us, yet we continue to do
volunteer work for our Community simply because we care about our neighbors and because this is
home. We became aware of AFY when our son, our youngest was attending Kalakaua Middle School.
He became a client of theirs and Debbie was his worker. While being involved with Ar?, he adjusted and
learned from them. To this day, he will quote what he was taught.” the choices you make today, may
determine your future.” Kinohi had some issues still, but Debbie periodically checked on him throughout
the years. When he graduated in 2001, like most young men, didn’t know what he wanted to do, wasn’t
sure if he should give college a try. But, he did. Debbie walked him through the process, helped with all
the paperwork, and for the first week or so picked him up and took him to HCC. All we asked of our son,
was to give it a shot and see if you like It or not. When everyone had doubts about Kinohi, and when he
was down about himself, Debbie was there for support and guidance. For that, we are so grateful and
appreciative.

When HPHA had funds available for Associations to benefit their Communities, our KHTA
Board, chose AFY as one of the agency to come in and work within our Community and with our kids.
With our experience with AFY, it was agreed among our Executive Board to select them and hopefully
they would come here to service our Community, and they did. We even had classes for Adults with Ms.
Terry Fisher, and we had a great time sharing and learning about ourselves. We also became more
aware of the scope of service that they provide for the youth. It is unreal. However, we know that they
need monies to continue the service that they were providing. Sad to say that when the funds from
HPHA ran out, so did the service, But, AFY didn’t allow that to stop them. They continued to work with
the kids and we believe that they made a difference in their lives.

Recently, we’ve come together again due to the increase in the Gang Activity! Violence that
have been taking place. These Gangs congregate here at Kamehemeha Homes, and they fight. I’m
talking about 50 plus kids, with no respect and a whole bunch of attitudel They stop traffic on King
Street, and here on Haka Drive. They had weapons on them and they would throw them at the other
kids who they were fighting with. They had pipes, sticks, rocks, a machete was seen, it was extremely
dangerous for us. They would scale the outside walls of Kamehameha Homes and they would be all over
our Community. Police are called, but they are quick to run away as soon as they see or hear a police
siren. Since last September, our Association have worked side by side with Farrington High School, HPD/
Weed and Seed, AR’, and HPHA. We have had 2 Community based meetings here at our Hall to discuss
arid try to come up with positive solutions, or an action plan to address this. At our last meeting which
was held on April gth, we invited some Legislators with various agencies, Farrington and Mckinley High
School, and HPHA to meet with our residents, and just to let everyone know that this is some serious
business. Through the planning process and in us seeking advice, it was AFY who stood by us and guided
and supported us. AFY is currently working with the Gangs that have been fighting and we see positive
results. There have been no current fights here. In this last meeting, it was reported to us that AFY was
awarded a grant that they applied for. However, that grant did not come through. For whatever reason,
the State did not grant them their money. This is very sad. When an agency such as AFY, who does
terrific work with our youth in trying to steer them on the right path, to have funding pulled out from
under them, yet do they expect AFY’s staff to continue their work forfree7 Here you have a credited
agency whose work record speaks for itself, where the staff is on call 24/7, and they scrambling for
monies to implement their program, yet whenever there is a type of Gang Violence! Fight, AFY is the



one everyone calls for. Come on people, wake up! 1 Please, support AFY and the work that they do for
us;They need help. We need help to insure the safety of our kids and grandkids. We are appalled at how
the State prioritize their selection on who gets their funding and who doesn’t. We plead with all of you
to please support AFY and their ongoing work, and to please help them with funding. To lose their
service would be very crucial to a lot of families and Communities.

Thank you for taking thetime to address our Support letter.

Mahalo,

L~~~?kceau~t t<H7~
resident, Kamehameha Homes Tenant Association

Gary Aki
Sergeant of Arms, Kamehameha Homes Tenant Association


